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2.2.7. Methods waste licensing and permitting - Public access to licensing files (IE) 

 
Member State: Ireland  

Permitting steps: 
2. Assessment  
4. Follow up 

Relevant EU legal 
requirement: 

Waste Framework 
Directive 

Geographical level: National 

Implementation: Since 2004 

 

Context 

Article 23(1) WFD defines that “any establishment or 

undertaking intending to carry out waste treatment” is 

subject to permit obligations; waste treatment being 

defined in Article 3 (14) WFD as “recovery or disposal 

operations, including preparation prior to recovery or 

disposal”. 

Article 15(1) to (4) IPPC Directive obliges the European 

Member States to ensure that the public concerned is 

given early and effective opportunities to participate in 

the procedure of issuing a permit for new installations 

or any substantial change and for updating a permit or 

permit conditions for an installation. When a decision 

has been taken, the competent authority shall inform 

the public and shall make the corresponding 

information available (e.g. content of decision, copy of 

permit etc.).   

Directive 2003/4/EC (Public access to environmental 

information) requires that responsible authorities make 

available and disseminate environmental information 

to the general public to the widest extent possible, in 

particular by using information and communication 

technologies (recital 9). Article 6(2)(f) of the same 

Directive concretises that authorisations with a 

significant impact on the environment are accessible 

for the public.  

Hence information on waste permits falling under the 

IPPC Directive and on authorisations with a significant 

impact on the environment has to be made publicly 

available. 

 

 

 

 

Objective 

In Ireland waste disposal and recovery facilities are 

required to hold an authorisation in accordance with 

the Waste Management Acts, 1996 to 2008. A four tier 

system of authorisation has been established for the 

regulation of such activities. In general, a waste 

recovery or disposal facility requires either:  

 a Waste (or IPPC) licence, or  

 a Waste Facility Permit, or  

 a Waste Certificate or Registration  

 no authorisation as it is an exempted activity  

The EPA regulates sites that are subject to a Waste 

Licence (highest risk activities). Local Authorities 

regulate sites that are subject to a Waste Facility 

Permit and private operators that are subject to a 

Certificate of Registration. The EPA regulates Local 

Authority activities that are subject to a Certificate of 

Registration. 

In order to enable a smooth authorisation procedure 

and to support the application for environmental 

permits or registration, the Irish EPA provides 

comprehensive information to stakeholders on their 

website.  

Description 

As part of the EPA’s policy of openness and 

transparency and in accordance with the Access to 

Information of the Environmental Regulation and 

various Licensing/Permitting Regulations, authorisation 

files are accessible for stakeholders and the public.  

Members of the public may compose written 

comments/objections to the EPA about waste licence 

applications (within 28 days of notification of the 

proposed decision). A fee is charged for raising 

1. Application 

2. Assessment  

3. Issue a Permit 

4. Follow up 
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objections. Everyone who makes a comment is notified 

of the EPA’s proposed decision on the application.  

The public has access to the application documentation 

in hardcopy format and, where available, electronic 

format (e.g. PDF files). The available material includes 

summary details of licence applications and related 

documents. Currently, around 40,000 PDF documents 

are available online including: all licences granted to-

date, applications received by the EPA since December 

2004 (a limited number received before December 

2004) and Annual Environmental Reports for 2008 

onwards.  

For each facility, the following documents can typically 

be obtained: 

Application/Enforcem

ent 
Typically included 

Applicant Documents 
Application form, letter from 

applicant, objection by applicant 

EPA Documents 

Proposed/recommended/final 

decision, Inspector’s Report, 

Technical Committee Report, letter 

to applicant, Technical Amendment 

Requests, etc. 

Third Party Documents Various submissions/comments 

from third parties 

Annual Environmental 

Reports 
Annual Environmental Report(s) 

Miscellaneous 

Documents 
Additional information 

Table 5: Licence Application/Enfoncement Documents 

 

Stakeholders can browse alphabetically by 

Applicant/Licensee name, search by Register Number, 

use the provided search field, browse by facility type 

(e.g. landfill, hazardous waste facility, material recovery 

facility, waste transfer station etc.), etc.   

The EPA provides relevant documents on their 

homepage as soon as possible and every effort is made 

to ensure completeness and accuracy of files. In case 

that no electronic documents are available under a 

certain category (see Table 5-5), information on where 

these can be obtained in hardcopy format is included.    

Furthermore, stakeholders have the opportunity to set 

up a ‘RSS Feed’, which is a simple way of keeping up to 

date with particular licence applications. By subscribing 

to the ‘RSS Feed’ stakeholders will receive alerts when 

new documents have been uploaded on the EPA 

website.   

 

 

Further information: 
Information on waste licensing and permitting:  www.epa.ie/whatwedo/licensing/waste/      
Information on public access to licensing files: www.epa.ie/whatwedo/licensing/files/       
Search for a waste application, license, Annual Environmental Reports: www.epa.ie/terminalfour/waste/index.jsp     

 
 

http://www.epa.ie/whatwedo/licensing/waste/
http://www.epa.ie/whatwedo/licensing/files/
http://www.epa.ie/terminalfour/waste/index.jsp

